In Statistical theory, inclusion of an additional parameter to standard distributions is a usual practice. In this study, a new distribution referred to as Alpha-Power Pareto distribution is introduced by including an extra parameter. Several properties of the proposed distribution, including moment generating function, mode, quantiles, entropies, mean residual life function, stochastic orders and order statistics are obtained. Parameters of the proposed distribution have been estimated using maximum likelihood estimation technique. Two real datasets have been considered to examine the usefulness of the proposed distribution. It has been observed that the proposed distribution outperforms different variants of Pareto distribution on the basis of model selection criteria.
Introduction
For the last few decades, improvement over standard distributions has become a common practice in statistical theory. Usually, an additional parameter is added by using generators or existing distributions are combined to obtain new distributions [1] . The purpose of such modification is to bring more tractability to the classical distributions for useful analysis of complex data structures. [2] and [3] developed a methodology of adding a new parameter in existing distributions. [4] presented an idea of beta generated distributions in which parent distribution is beta while baseline distribution can be the cumulative distribution function (cdf) of any continuous random variable. [5] modified the idea of [4] and replaced beta distribution by Kumaraswamy distribution. Further, [6] proposed the idea of T-X family of continuous distributions in which probability density function (pdf) of beta distribution was replaced by the pdf of any continuous random variable and instead of cdf, a function of cdf satisfying certain conditions was used. [7] provided a detail review on methods of generating univariate continuous distributions.
More recently, [8] presented a new method, called alpha power transformation (APT), for including an extra parameter in continuous distribution. Basically, the idea was introduced to incorporate skewness to the baseline distribution. The alpha power transformation is defined as follows:
Let F(x) be the cdf of any continuous random variable X, then cdf of APT family is given as F APT ðxÞ ¼ 
Particularly, the generator was used to transform one parameter exponential distribution into two parameter alpha power exponential distribution. Several properties of the proposed distribution were studied including explicit expressions for survival function, hazard function, quantiles, median, moments, moments generating functions, order statistics, mean residual life function and entropies. Also, the shape behavior of pdf, hazard rate function and survival function were examined. [9] and [1] have successfully used the above generator for transforming two parameters Weibull distribution into three parameters alpha power Weibull distribution. The transformation has been applied by different researchers to obtain alpha power transformed distributions including alpha power transformed generalized exponential distribution [10] , alpha power transformed Lindly distribution [11] , alpha power transformed extended exponential distribution [12] , alpha power transformed inverse Lindly distribution [13] etc.
Pareto distribution is a well-known distribution used to model heavy tailed phenomena [14] . It has many applications in actuarial science, survival analysis, economics, life testing, hydrology, finance, telecommunication, reliability analysis, physics and engineering [15] [16] [17] . Pareto distribution is successfully used by [18] for projection of losses in an insurance company, real state and liability experience of hospitals. [16] applied Pareto distribution to model sea clutter intensity returns. [19] used Pareto distribution for investigation of wealth in society. [20] considered generalized form of Pareto distribution to model exceedances over a margin in flood control. Many types of Pareto distribution and its generalization are available in literature. The Pareto distribution of first kind as described by [21] has the cdf as follows:
It has two parameters α and k, where k is the lower bound of the data. [18] normalized the data by dividing each observation by the pre-selected lower bound that gives k = 1. Eventually, the cdf and pdf of Pareto distribution can be written as
where β is the scale parameter. As the hazard rate function of Pareto distribution is decreasing and has reversed J shaped pdf, it may occasionally be inadequate to fit the data well. Practically, there can be various options for projection of risks and losses, for example, machine life cycle and human mortality has more flexible behavior. That is why researchers proposed various amendment and extensions of the Pareto distribution with different number of parameters [17] . For example, Generalized P [22] , Exponentiated P [23, 24] , Beta P [25] , Beta Generalized P [26] , Weibull P [27, 28] , Kumaraswamy P [29] , Kumaraswamy Generalized P [30] , Exponentiated Weibull P [31] , The Burr X-P [17] , Exponentiated Generalized P [14] . The aim of this study is to propose a new and more flexible distribution, which, we call Alpha Power Pareto (APP) distribution, by introducing an additional parameter to Basic Pareto distribution, to obtain an adequate fit. Numerous properties of the APP distribution are studied in the following section along with more attractive expressions for quantile function, median, mode, moments, order statistics, mean residual life function and stress strength parameter. Lemma 1 and 2 contains expressions for stochastic ordering, Shannon and Renyi entropies respectively. The next section provides method of maximum likelihood estimation of parameters in addition to simulation studies. Two real data applications are used to check the effectiveness of the proposed model. Conclusions are provided in the last section.
Alpha Power Pareto (APP) distribution
Random variable X is said to have an APP distribution if its pdf is of the form
and 0 otherwise. By setting x -β = z in Eq (6), it can be easily verified that
The corresponding cdf of APP distribution is
The survival (reliability) function and hazard rate function are obtained, respectively, as follows:
Henceforth, a random variable X that follows the distribution in (6) is symbolized by X~APP(α, β).
Figs 1 and 2 demonstrate the graphs of pdf and hazard function of APP distribution for different values of α when β is fixed. Clearly, the pdf of APP distribution is decreasing function for α < 1 and uni-modal and positively skewed for α < 1.
Quantile function
Quantile function is defined as an inverse of the distribution function. Consider the identity
where U follows standard Uniform distribution. The p th quantile of APP distribution is given by
Median of APP distribution can be obtained by putting p = 1/2, that is, 
Mode
The mode of the distribution can be found by solving the following equation
By taking the derivative of Eq (6) and equating it to zero and solving for x, mode becomes
In Table 1 mode of the APP distribution is calculated for different choices of α and β. These results can be verified through Fig 1. 
Moments
The moment generating function of APP distribution is given by
by substituting x -β = z and the following series representation
it can be easily verified that
by taking derivative of Eq (15) and putting distribution are obtained as
Mean residual life function
Assuming that X is a continuous random variable with survival function given in Eq (8), the mean residual life function is defined as the expected additional lifetime that a component has survived until time t. The mean residual life function, say, μ(t) is given by
where
Substituting Eqs (8), (16) and (20) in Eq (19) , mðtÞ can be written as
Stochastic ordering
Stochastic ordering plays a significant role for assessing the comparative behavior of continuous random variable. It is known that if a distribution has likelihood ratio (lr) ordering, then it possesses the same ordering in hazard rate (hr) and distribution (st). It is also known that if a family of distribution has likelihood ratio ordering, then there exists a uniformly most powerful test [32] . Lemma 1: Let X 1~A PP(α 1 , β) and X 2~A PP(α 2 , β) be two independent random variables. If α 1 < α 2 then
Hence, for
for all x, it also follows that
Order statistics
Let X 1 , X 2 , X 3 , . . ., X n be a random sample of size n from APP distribution and let Y i:n denote the i th order statistics, then the pdf of Y i:n is given by
substituting the pdf and cdf of APP distribution in (22), we get the pdf of i th order statistics for y>1 as
by putting i = 1, we get first order statistics as
by putting i = n we get n th order statistics as
Stress-strength parameter
Suppose X 1 and X 2 be two continuous and independent random variables, where X 1~A PP(α 1 , β) and X 2~A PP(α 2 , β) then the stress strength parameter, say S, is defined as
using the pdf and cdf of APP distribution, stress strength parameter S, can be obtained as
The use of (14) in Eq (26) yields
Lemma 2: Shannon and Renyi entropy for random variable X that follows Alpha Power Pareto distribution is as follows
Proof:
For APP distribution, the Shannon and Renyi entropies are given respectively as
the results can be obtained easily by using Eq (14) .
Parameters estimation

Maximum likelihood estimation
Let X 1 , X 2 , X 3 , . . ., X n be a random sample from APP (α 1 , β) then the likelihood function is given by
taking logarithm, Eq (32) becomes
taking derivative of the above equation with respect to α and β and equating to zero, the following two normal equations are obtained
by solving (31) and (32) taking second derivative of Eqs (31) and (32) w.r.t α and β
Asymptotic (1 − z)100% confidence intervals for parameters can be obtained aŝ
where Z z is the upper z th percentile of the standard normal distribution.
Simulations study
Simulation study has been performed for average MLEs, Mean Square Error (MSE) and bias. W = 1000 samples of size n = 50, 80, 100 and 120 were produced form APP distribution. Random numbers were generated by the following expression
where U is uniform random numbers with parameter [0, 1]. Bias and MSE are calculated by Table 2 . It can be illustrated clearly that these estimates are reasonably consistent and approaches to the true values of parameters as sample size increases. Furthermore, with increasing sample size the MSEs and Bias decrease for all parameter combinations. Therefore, it has been concluded that MLE process performs well in estimating the parameters of APP distribution.
Applications
Two data sets have been analyzed to demonstrate the performance of the proposed model. The first data set consists of 40 wind related catastrophes used by [33] . It includes claims of $2,000,000. The sorted values, observed in millions are as follows.
The second data set consists of survival time (in weeks) of 33 acute myelogenous leukaemia patients. The data has been analysed by [17, 34] . The data values are as follows.
The fit of the proposed APP distribution is compared with several other competitive models namely Basic Pareto, Pareto distribution by [35] , Genaralized Pareto distibution by [22] , Kumaraswamy Pareto distribution by [29] , Exponentiated Generalized Pareto Distribution by [14] and Inverse Pareto distribution [36] with the following pdfs. • Basic Pareto Distribution (BP)
The goodness of fit test is applied, using AdequacyModel package of R software, to check the performance of APP distribution and several other versions of Pareto distribution discussed above. Goodness of fit criteria include the result of Akaike's Information Criteria (AIC), Consistent Akaike's Information Criteria (CAIC), Bayesian Information Criterion (BIC), Hannan-Quinn Information Criteria (HQIC), -lnðŷÞ along with the result of Kulmogrov-Smirnov test (KS) and its p value as shown in Tables 3 and 4 . In general, if the values of all the above criteria are smaller and p value is greater, the model is considered as good fit. From the results provided in Tables 3 and 4 it is evident that AIC, CAIC, BIC, HQIC and -log-likelihood are lower for APP distribution as compared to the other fitted distributions. Promising performance of the proposed distribution is visible from Figs 3 and 4 . Figs 5 and 6 , QQ-plot and PP-plot is provided. Apparently, some of the values of QQ-plot depart from the fitted line, but actually, it is an expected behavior of a heavy tailed distributions [37] . https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0218027.g004
Alpha-Power Pareto distribution
Conclusion
The new distribution, termed as APP distribution, is introduced using alpha power transformation. Mainly, the transformation is applied for adding skewness to a family of distribution functions. Different properties of the distribution have been derived including moment generating function, order statistics, stress strength parameter, mean residual life function, mode, stochastic ordering and expressions for entropies. Maximum likelihood estimation procedure has been used to provide parameter estimates of the unknown parameters. The proposed distribution has been applied to two real datasets, which indicates its better performance as compared to other variants of Pareto distributions. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0218027.g006
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